752 


PKOOHESS OK medical science 


Wassermann reaction or by the diameter of the spinal fluid. In some 
eases of tabes there was improvement of the lancinating pains and 
gastric crises, but never an improvement of the objective nervous 
phenomena. Generally there was slight change in the character of 
the cerebrospinal fluid lymphocytosis (Nonnes reaction), but in 2 
cases this improvement was very marked. The Wassermann reaction 
m tlie blood and spinal fluid was not influenced. In lues of the cerebro¬ 
spinal system not only the clinical symptoms but also the cerebro¬ 
spinal fluid was much improved in all its characters. 


The Nitrogen and Chloride Excretion by the Skin.—Loot's (Dad. 
Arch. f. Min. Med., 1911, ciii, 503). The amount of nitrogen and chlo¬ 
ride excreted by the skin is interesting, for in cases of renal insuflicieucy 
all authorities from von Ziemsen have advocated improving elimina¬ 
tion by vigorous stimulation of the skin and bowels. Loofs studied 
the amount of nitrogen, and chloride excreted into clean absorbent 
towels by patients in various stages of nephritis. Three cases of tuber¬ 
culosis were used as controls. In no case was there any increase in the 
amount of nitrogen or chloride excreted bv the skin of nephritic 
patients, even in 2 ..cases where well-defined uremic symptoms were 
present. .About 0.2o gram nitrogen and 0.2 gram sodium chloride were 
excreted in twenty-four hours. In 1 case of acute hemorrhagic ne¬ 
phritis the sodium chloride output was about doubled, but this patient 
wus just recovering from edema. 


Spectroscopy In Fecal Examination.— Cskp.u (Dad. Arch. f. Min. 

1911, ciii, 459) compares the relative aecuracv of investiga¬ 
tion of feces and gastric contents for blood. He finds* that the most 
sensitive test is the benzidin, which depends on the catalytic action 
of benzidin and hydrogen peroxide. The old crystallization of hcina- 
tm tests have been abandoned because of their lack of sensitiveness. 
The catalysis tests arc not as good as one could wish, because thev 
react to plant chlorophyll and other bodies and because the reagent 
readily spoils. He recommends a spectroscopic test. The instrument 
used may be of the cheapest variety; 5 e.c. each of concentrated acetic 
acid, alcohol, and ether are rubbed up for a few minutes into about 
;> prams of feces, then filtered through a dry paper. To this extract 
in a test-tube 1 to 2 e.c. of pyridin and 1 to 3 drops of ammonium sul¬ 
phide are added. The resulting mixture in the presence of blood shows 
the spectrum of hemochromogen. The patient should, of course, he 
on a hemoglobin and chlorophyl free diet for about three days before 
the test, ?. c., he should have no meat or green vegetables. The test 
must be clone immediately after the addition of the ammonium sul¬ 
phide, for delay causes weakening of the absorption spectrum. 


The Action of. the Vagus on the Human Heart.—Ho bl\.sox and 
Draper (Jour, hxper. .1/ cd. t 1911, xiv, 217). While it has been pos¬ 
sible to show the accurate effects of mechanical vagus stimulation 
upon the heart of lower animals, it is only recently with the aid of the 
electrocardiograph that it has been possible to do this in man. In a 
normal man, Robinson and Draper produced slowing of both auricles 
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